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There are many students who want to get ahead by attending a STEM* school but many of 

these specialized schools lack the curriculum, have inadequately trained teachers, or are driven by 
ideology and not results. Students in Southwest Seattle who attend the “best” schools find  that the 
classes are taught solely via online education or by  teachers who don’t understand the topic well 
enough to teach the curriculum. 
 
STEM is the term for the latest curriculum module that incorporates Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics into existing learning modules in schools throughout the United 
States. 
 
It has become more important than ever to prepare our students for the rigors of a college 
education. Parents need to be involved if they want their children to attend prestigious schools 
such as Aviation High School or Evergreen Campus. Students with STEM degrees can have a long 
term career at Amazon, Apple, Facebook, Google, Microsoft and other technology giants which 
are in dire need of employees with STEM degrees. 
 
A state legislator recently commented on the importance of STEM education. They believe, like 
many do, that STEM education should be implemented in K-12. Unfortunately, the model for this 
education is rare to none as schools don’t have the funding, capacity or knowledgeable teachers to 
incorporate a STEM curriculum into their traditional methods.  
 
Students choose STEM degrees because of their interest in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. Often these ideals start young with the presentation of a LEGO or Erector Set. 
Instilling the love to create, students become attracted to a STEM school or program that feeds 
their need to learn more about the four tenets of STEM. It is very important for them to attend a 
school that can feed their academic needs and prepare them for the rigors of a STEM college 
education. 
 
Even though STEM is not new in the world of innovation and creativity, it is a relatively new 
academic concept. We need to ensure that academic institutions are working hard to provide the 
best education to students. This includes passing school bonds that are intended to rebuild older 
schools. Newer schools not only attract and increase student attrition, it also provides capacity for 
components of STEM learning tools such as laptops and learning modules. 
 
Common Core is the current curriculum that is implemented in K-12 government schools 
throughout America. There is Common Core English, Common Core Math, and Common Core 
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Language Arts. Beginning in the 1990s as the Standards and Accountability Project, Common 
Core has evolved into an academic program that all government schools instill in their students.  
 
An involved parent from the area , we talked, to is frustrated because high schools touted to be the 
leading STEM schools also use the same Common Core Math curriculum which the US 
government has mandated as the base curriculum for schools to follow. This parent also 
complained that the High School programs still do not match the rigors of other private schools 
that utilize an advanced curriculum.  
 
Dr. John Milgram, professor of math at Stanford University reported that Common Core is 
disabling America’s education system and that the United States would have to look to China, 
Japan, or Korea for “top level people.” This can be seen as the science classes offered at schools 
across the country, focus on active learning of science modules rather than content.  
 
Students are at the mercy of certain unions such as the National Science Teachers Association 
which implements the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) as the predominate measure 
for public instruction. Many professors of prestigious universities disagree with this summation.  
 
STEM is an important part of one’s life, the interests starts earlier days of academic career. is also 
integral to gaining employment. The US is falling behind in providing the human capital needed 
for STEM employment. We must stand with students to provide them an adequate STEM 
education. 
 
We must prepare the current generation of students and future generations, a system that works for 
them – that moves them to the increasingly technological society of today. That begins with STEM. 
It needs to start now. 
 
*STEM is the term for the latest curriculum module that incorporates Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics into existing learning modules in schools throughout the United 
States. 
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